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In 2020 – more than ever – breast 
cancer patients, survivors, thrivers and 
caregivers needed support as they dealt 
with feelings, concerns, and questions 
that come with a breast cancer 
diagnosis. For those coping with a new 
diagnosis, the global COVID pandemic 
created extra challenges. Patients 
went to treatment alone, faced delayed 
surgeries, and stayed in the hospital 
without any visitors. 

Throughout the pandemic, ABCD stayed 
open and available to support anyone 
who needed hope, compassion, and 
guidance after a diagnosis. Staff and 
Mentors answered every call and donors 
continued making contributions to 
advance our mission and ensure we were 
here to provide emotional support.

As shelter-at-home regulations began 
easing in the summer, people started 
getting mammograms again. This 
led to a 25% increase in requests for 
our support. Ultimately, in 2020, 
we made the most one-to-one 
matches ever. In some ways, this was 
a bittersweet milestone as it reinforced 
what we all know to be true: Breast 
cancer didn’t stop for COVID. But it also 
confirmed that COVID didn’t stop ABCD.

The pandemic took away so much 
from people. But the one thing 
breast cancer patients, families, 
and caregivers never lost in 2020 was 
access to free, customized, emotional 
support from ABCD.

ABCD BY THE NUMBERS IN 2020:

455 
TOTAL  

MATCHES

34 
NEW MENTORS  

TRAINED

2000+ 
PEOPLE  
SERVED

2500 
VIRTUAL DATE WITH  

A PLATE GUESTS
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VIRTUAL DATE WITH A PLATE
Like so many other organizations, ABCD pivoted our annual fundraiser, 
Date with a Plate, from an in-person ticketed gala to a one-hour 
free virtual fundraiser. The new format made it possible for ABCD to 
reach a much larger audience than previous years. More than 2,500 
people from 36 states and 6 countries tuned in, as we shared stories of 
people who use and deliver our services. We also celebrated Elizabeth 
“Betsy” Brenner (Power of One-to-One Award recipient) and Carol 
Cameron (Melodie Wilson Oldenburg Visionary Award recipient) for their 
outstanding impact on ABCD and the breast cancer community.

2020  HONOREES

BETSY 
BRENNER

CAROL
CAMERON

MORE DONORS THAN EVER SUPPORTED ABCD
While 2020 was challenging from a fundraising perspective, we are 
beyond grateful to our donors who continued supporting us. Many 
sustained or increased their contributions. We can also report that in 
2020, we had the greatest number of total donors, including the most 
number of new donors, in our organization’s history! We hope to 
continue this momentum in the years ahead.

“ No one should have to take this critical journey 
alone. That is why ABCD is here - to hold your 
hand and raise your spirit – and why we are 
proud to support ABCD’s services.”

                                                 -Susie & Cary Silverstein



ONLINE NEW MENTOR TRAINING
Working virtually has its advantages. Without any distance barriers, ABCD 
successfully trained 37 new Mentors in 2020 from around the country. 
Even though classes were conducted via Zoom, trainees still felt strong 
camaraderie with their peers and ABCD staff, received the same high-quality 
training, and reported how excited they were to join ABCD’s Mentor corps.

MENTOR MEET-UPS
With the pandemic leaving many feeling isolated, we knew ABCD Mentors 
were feeling disconnected. To help build a community of support, we 
launched Mentor Meet Up Zooms, and enhanced our virtual Continuing 
Education program. Each month, ABCD hosted either an open discussion  
for Mentors or a topic-driven presentation. 

The response from our family of Mentors was very positive. Open discussions 
addressed different topics, from general mentoring tips to the specific 
challenges of mentoring during COVID. Attendees also heard presentations 
about a variety of post-breast cancer wellness practices. ABCD looks 
forward to not only continuing these program sessions but also further 
enhancing them so that we build an even stronger connection with all of our 
275+ active Mentors across the United States.

THE POWER OF 
ONE-TO-ONE



2020 FINANCIAL SUMMARY
Support & Revenue

  Fundraising Event ........................................................$273,126
  Individual Contributions ......................................$160,621
  In-kind contributions .............................................. $120,094
  Foundation & Corporate Grants ................$118,969
  Paycheck Protection Assistance ...............$87,607
  Third Party Fundraising .........................................$44,696
  Investments ............................................................................$61,573

TOTAL REVENUE ............................................................ $866,686

Expenses
  Program services........................................................ $707,496
  Administration ................................................................$150,636
  Development ........................................................................$94,041

TOTAL EXPENSES...........................................................$952,173

Liabilities ..........................................................................................$43,383
Net Assets ...................................................................................$860,714

TOTAL LIABILITIES 
& NET ASSETS .................................................................... $904,097

Current Assets ........................................................................ $146,130
Long Term Assets ..............................................................$757,967

TOTAL ASSETS .................................................................. $904,097

NEW LOOK AND RE-IMAGINED WEBSITE
Our updated brand incorporates a beautiful “kaleidoscope” logo, which 
reflects the diversity of our services and the personalized one-to-one 
support we provide. The redesigned website is easy to navigate and 
focuses on the work that we do, while celebrating the extraordinary  
people involved in our organization. 
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DONOR LIST
ABCD made it through 2020 because YOU were here for us.  

We are deeply grateful to our community for believing in our mission and services. 

Carita B Urban Fund II  
of the Greater Milwaukee 

Foundation
Susie and Cary Silverstein

Kathleen and Lawrence Gentine

Harri Hoffmann Foundation

Joan and Richard Abdoo

Jeffrey C. Kasch Foundation, Inc.

Elizabeth Brenner and  
Steve Ostrofsky

Keith Mardak and Mary Vandenberg

Chase Family Foundation, Inc.

Wakerly Family Foundation

$20,000+

$10,000+

$7,500+

$5,000+

$2,500+

$1,000+

2-Story
Brewers Community Foundation, Inc.
First Business Bank
Michele and Louis Gentine

Home Care Assistance of Wisconsin, LLC
Kesslers Diamond Center
Madeleine and David Lubar

Linda Mellowes and John Mellowes Sr
Marcy Oldenburg MD and Wayne C. Oldenburg
Candy and Bruce Pindyck

Lisa Sienkiewicz MD and John LoGiudice MD
Frank Vondrak
Diane and Edward Zore

ANON Charitable Trust
Aurora Health Care
Baird Foundation, Inc.
Sarah and Dan Cohen
Mary and John Dowell
EmPower HR
Foley & Lardner LLC

Froedtert & the Medical College of Wisconsin
Kathy and Jim Fuchs
GE Healthcare
Lee Gentine
Lisa and Ron Gibb
Alex and Rick Graber

Linda E.B. Hansen
Erin Hennen
Janet and Kenton Howenstine
Ruth Kallio-Mielke and Steve Mielke
Chrissy Kruger-Gruendyke
Maureen and David Luddy

Jan and Vince Martin
Lauren and David Mooney
Cindy Moon-Mogush and David Mogush
Courtney Oldenburg and James Holacka
Peck Foundation Milwaukee LTD.
Gina and Kevin Rich

Andrea and James Schloemer
Suzanne and Bud Selig
Billie Jean Smith
Susan G. Komen WI
Anna and R.F. Teerlink
Audrey and Robert Warner

Anonymous
Anonymous United Way Greater Milwaukee  
 Waukesha
Barb and Aaron Baltz
Donna and Donald Baumgartner
Jane and James Bell
Joyce Garbaciak Bobber and Bernard Bobber
Richard and Monica Chylla

Lisa Handler and Michael Cleary
Community Health Charities of WI
Jolinda and Danny Cunningham
Patricia Denman
Penelope and James Deshur
IBM - Employee Services Center
Joseph F. and Catherine M. Bennett  
 Family Foundation, Inc.

Kapco
Tiffanie and Scott Kloida
Kuehl Family Foundation
Ingrid and Jack LoGiudice
Eileen and Barry Mandel
Anne Mattson MD and Carol Feuerstein
Susan Angel Miller and Ronald D. Miller
Northern Trust

Northwestern Mutual Foundation
Emily and Angie Phillips
Susan and Tom Quadracci
Marsha Renner
Rite-Hite Foundation
Marina and John Rosenberg
Julianne and Richard Schmig
Ellen Friebert Schupper and Brian Schupper

Anne and Mark Train
Sandra Underwood PhD
Karen VanDrisse
Fredlyn and John Viel
Alonzo Walker MD and Linda Walker
Debbie and Mark Wimmer
Anita and Jeffrey Zagrodnik



Kristin Ann Sobczyk’s 
American Saucer Fundraiser

GIFTS IN HONOR OF

Billie Jean Smith

Linda E.B. Hansen

Helping Hands 
Nonprofit Consulting

Puppy World Top Floor

Blue Mound Country Club 
Women’s Division

THANK YOU TO OUR GENEROUS PARTNERS FOR  
THEIR IN-KIND DONATIONS OF GOODS & SERVICES

GIFTS IN MEMORY OF

For a full listing of 2020 donors, please visit abcdbreastcacncersupport.org. If we inadvertently missed listing your donation, we sincerely apologize.

Carol Anderson
Amarah J. Banks
Nancy Bartolotta
Louise Brown
Marilyn Faye Cavet
Julie Ciric

Kerry Claas
Samantha Dahlke
Elise Danciu
Monica Deegan
Erika Eaton
Elaine Eisner

Amanda Ewig
Wayne Hader
Ronald Hanson
Catherine Candy Hennessey
Melanie Holmes
Elizabeth Howard

Kelly Hughbanks
Amanda Johnson
Michelle Johnson
Bobby Kahl
Sue Knight
Mary Ann Kropp

Lois Liss
Catherine McEvoy
Vivienne Muntean
Melodie Wilson Oldenburg
Pamela Rehberg
Jerry Renner

Amalia Rigoni
Sue Rimanis
Marion Roan
Lisa Schemenauer
Maggy Schultz
Margie Schwartz

Laura Scott 
Kim Stewart
Denice Stingl
Mimi Teitelman
Terese Ulickey
Sophie Vitek

Kate Wakerly
Patricia Wood
Bunny Zacher

Adventure Rock
Allure Intimate Apparel
Aversa for Her
Colleen Baughn
Blackhawk Farms Raceway LLC
Linda Bleck
Linda and Bob Bluhm
Body Mechanics Physical Therapy
Jackie and Andy Brajner

Colectivo Coffee
Cyclebar Mequon
Judith Dejno
Elite Sports Clubs - North Shore Inc.
Empower Yoga
Faye’s, Inc.
Flowers for Dreams
Lisa and Ron Gibb
Gibsons Restaurant Group

Gimbel, Reilly, Guerin & Brown LLP
Green Bay Packers
Hair Solutions Salon & Spa
Margaret Hopkins and Jim Best
Jodi Koch
Jia Liu
Marcus Promotions
Mathnasium
Milwaukee Business Journal

Milwaukee Food & City Tours
Milwaukee Magazine
Cindy Moon-Mogush and David Mogush
Rose and Ryan Oldenburg
Ozaukee Skateland
Palermo Villa, Inc.
Kendall Polster
Popular Pays
Rebel Green

Susan and Todd Richheimer
Mark Rogalski
Elizabeth Sauer
Saz’s Catering and State House
Sendik’s Management Co., Inc.
Shully’s Cuisine & Events
Sixteenth Street Community  
 Health Centers 
Starbucks - Mequon

Tailored Salon
The Secret Garden
The Secret Oven
Kathryn and Jake Walker
Waukesha County Business Alliance Inc.
Wisconsin Jewish Chronicle
WUWM 89.7 Milwaukee Public Radio
Michele Yoho

Aesthetics 360 Face and Body Center
Amy’s Candy Kitchen, Inc.
Brighton Retail

Evereve - Bayshore
Fittycat Fitness LLC
Fresh Thyme

Grafton High School Dance Team
Innovative Health and Fitness
Mila’s European Bakery

Milwaukee Burger Company
New Berlin Hills 18 Hole Women’s Golf League
Ox & Cat’s Sports Bar & Grill

Lori Ahrenhoerster
Monica Arnstein
Angela Baldwin*
Amarah Jerica Banks
Jessica Barolsky
Norah Bertucci
Melanie Bishop
Kathleen Blumreich
Joyce Garbaciak Bobber
Sarah Boim
Mary Borges
Miriam Braun

Elizabeth Brenner
Betsey E Bryant
Mary Burbey
Carol Cameron
Michael Consiglio*
Gael Garbarino Cullen
Joanne Dages
Debbie Debruin
Karen Dermond
Mary DuVal
AnnGlorie Esquibel Smiley*
Terry Fetherston

Gail Firer
Susan Friebert
Julie Frinzi
Diane Gard
Lisa Gibb
Kathie Giorgio*
Treva Jean Guber*
Barb Haig
Linda E.B. Hansen
Dorothy Harenda
Debbie Hayes
Kayla Heitpas

Joan Hoffman
Melanie Holmes
Sharon Howell*
Janet Howenstine
Bertha Hudnell
Christine Jensen
Sandy Katz
Kelly Klein*
Mary Krein
Nancy Lampone
Vicki Lipinski
Liz Longhini

Patrice Mahon
Carolyn Malayter
Carolyn Maples
Carrie Matteson
Pat McKean
Liz Meyer*
Jeanne Milbrand
Terry Miller
Judy Mindin
Leanne Mindin
Monica Miracky
Rose and Ryan Oldenburg

The Oldenburg Family
Magda Peck ScD
Bernadette Priestley
Lucy Reina
Carol Richheimer
Jaye Rykunyk*
Laurel Sarmento
Pam Scanlon
Beth Schulte-Harder
Ellen Friebert Schupper
Dena Schwochert*
Angela Scott*

Cindy Sellon
Sandra Shelton*
Cary Silverstein
Olga Sirias
Billie Jean Smith
Kristin Sobczyk
Sara Sobocinski*
Gerrianne Soczynski
Esther Sosman
Vanessa Stenglein*
Mary Teschner
Kathy Toy

Mary Jo Tye
Jennifer Utter
Joan Van Deuren
Diana Voigt
Sharon Volz
Tommy Wagar*
Carol Walker
Kathryn Walker
Leslie Waltke PT, DPT
Les Weil
Debbie Wimmer

A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO OUR FRIENDS AND COMMUNITY  
PARTNERS WHO RAISED FUNDS AND AWARENESS FOR ABCD

* Facebook Birthday Fundraiser
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2020 BOARD MEMBERS

Wayne C. Oldenburg 
President  |  Oldenburg Group Incorporated

Linda E.B. Hansen 
Vice President  |  Foley & Lardner (ret)

Ruth Kallio-Mielke 
Secretary  |  Deloitte

Billie Jean Smith 
Treasurer  |  Boyle Fredrickson SC

Bonnie Anderson 
Milwaukee Catholic Home

Mary J. Dowell 
MJ Dowell & Associates

Lisa Gibb 
LifeStyled by Lisa Gibb

Janet Howenstine 
The Northridge Group (ret)

John LoGiudice MD 
Froedtert & the Medical  
College of Wisconsin

Cindy Moon-Mogush 
Bethesda Lutheran Communities 

Gina Rich 
Freelance Journalist

Sandra Underwood RN, PhD 
University of Wisconsin- 
Milwaukee College of Nursing

Alonzo P. Walker MD 
Froedtert & the Medical  
College of Wisconsin

Kathryn Walker 
Artisan Partners

Leslie J. Waltke PT, DPT 
Aurora Cancer Care

2020 STAFF

Ellen Friebert Schupper 
Executive Director

Betsey Bryant 
Senior Match Specialist 

Mary DuVal 
Match Specialist

Julie Frinzi 
Director of Marketing &  
Community Engagement

Vicki Lipinski 
Office Manager/Executive Assistant

Judy Mindin 
Director of Program Services &  
Healthcare Partnerships

Leanne Mindin 
Communication & Digital Media Strategist

FOUNDING VISION
In 1999, anchorwoman, television reporter, and Emmy award-winning journalist 
Melodie Wilson Oldenburg founded ABCD: After Breast Cancer Diagnosis. When 
diagnosed with breast cancer in 1992, Melodie quickly found the “avenues for 
non-clinical support” lacking and realized if she felt this way, many other people 
must have felt the same way. Melodie established ABCD which has been providing 
customized, emotional support to people across the country and abroad. 

To this day, Melodie's founding vision remains clear: "No one should go through 
breast cancer alone." Today, support like ABCD’s is recognized by the National 
Cancer Institute as integral to survivorship care.

Melodie Wilson Oldenburg
1950-2009

A SPECIAL MESSAGE TO OUR HEALTH CARE PARTNERS
Our healthcare partners were top of mind in 2020 as the world grappled with the many 
challenges that came with the pandemic. Our partners’ compassion and personal sacrifices 
were second to none as they adjusted treatments and surgeries to adhere to ever-changing 
COVID safety protocols while also ensuring patients received the care they needed.  

We thank all health care professionals for their perseverance and unwavering commitment 
to patient care – despite COVID – in 2020 and beyond.


